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of them knew anything about a quarrel with the
Arachchi before the theft and the conviction of
Babun.
Silindu's advocate then put him in the witness-
box. He repeated the statement which he had made
to the magistrate. He was asked very few questions
in cross-examination, but the judge examined him
at some length. The judge's object was to make it
clear when the idea of killing the two men first came
to Silindu, and what was in Silindu's mind during
his walk to the chena with the Arachchi. Silindu
understood nothing of what was going on; he did not
know, and could not have been made to understand
the law; he understood the point and reason for
no single question asked him. He knew he would be
hanged; he was tired of this continual slow torture
of questions which he had to answer; he wanted
only to be left in peace to repeat the holy words
again and again: he had told them of the killing
so many times; why should they continue to bother
him with these perpetual questions? He answered
the questions indifferently, baldly. Most of those in
the court listening to his bare passionless sentences
describing how he determined to kill the two men,
how he watched for their return to the village, sitting
all day long in his compound, and how he finally
killed them on the next day, were left with the con-